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will therefore observe no law at all; and yet, that one law
may be very reasonable in itself, although he does not allow
it, or does not know the reason of the law-givers.

Thus it hath happened with the great doctrine of the
Trinity \ which word is indeed not in the Scripture, but was
a term of art invented in the earlier times to express the
doctrine by a single word, for the sake of brevity and con-
venience. The doctrine then, as delivered in Holy Scripture,
although not exactly in the same words, is very short, and
amounts only to this, that the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost, are each of them God, and yet there is but one God.
For, as to the word Person, when we say there are three
Persons; and as to those other explanations in the Athana-
sian Creed this day read to you (whether compiled by
Athanasius or no) they were taken up three hundred years
after Christ, to expound this doctrine; and I will tell you
upon what occasion. About that time there sprang up a
heresy of a people called Arians, from one Arius the leader
of them. These denied our Saviour to be God, although
they allowed all the rest of the Gospel (wherein they were
more sincere than their followers among us). Thus the
Christian world was divided into two parts, until at length,
by the zeal and courage of St Athanasius, the Arians were
condemned in a general council, and a creed formed upon
the true faith, as St Athanasius hath settled it. This creed
is now read at certain times in our churches, which, although
it is useful for edification to those who understand it; yet,
since it containeth some nice and philosophical points which
few people can comprehend, the bulk of mankind is obliged
to believe no more than the Scripture doctrine, as I have
delivered it. Because that creed was intended only as an
answer to the Arians in their own way, who were very
subtle disputers.

But this heresy having revived in the world about a
hundred years ago, and continued ever since; not out of a
zeal to truth, but to give a loose to wickedness, by throwing
off all religion; several divines, in order to answer the cavils
of those adversaries to truth and morality, began to find out
farther explanations of this doctrine of the Trinity, by rules
of philosophy; which have multiplied controversies to such
a degree, as to beget scruples that have perplexed the minds
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